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SERGEANT SAMUEL CALDWELL 

Service Number: 4758 
9th Queen’s Royal Lancers 
Killed in action 29th September 1914, Aged 28 
Longueval Community Cemetery, Aisne, France – Memorial Ref: B4 
Born in Hathern near Loughborough, enlisted Loughborough living in Burbage 
at the time of his death 
9th Queen’s Royal Lancers Memorial, Canterbury Cathedral 
Burbage War Memorial (added 2018) 

 

Samuel Caldwell’s family lived at 81 Church St, Burbage 
(now Jets Hairdressing). He was born at Hathern near 
Loughborough in 1886 the son of Joseph Caldwell and Ellen 
Swift. Samuel’s father Joseph had joined the army at the age 
of 18, serving with the 17th Lancers in India. After 12 years’ 
service he retired from the army and married Ellen Swift. In 
1901, Ellen Samuel’s mother died. By 1902, his father Joseph 
had remarried and moved to Walton near Lutterworth 
where he worked as a farm labourer. 

At the age of 14 Samuel enlisted in the army and served 
with the 9th Royal Lancers in India and South Africa. Prior to 
the First World War the lancers were mainly based in India, 
where Joseph, Samuel’s younger brother, joined him. After 
the brothers had left home, by 1911 the Caldwell’s had 
moved to Burbage. The brothers would visit home at 81 
Church Street Burbage when on leave (The building to the 
right of the Co-op gates in the photograph), the house is now 
a hairdressers. 

 

 

Figure 78 Hathern, Loughborough 

 

Figure 79 81 Church Street, Burbage 
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Figure 80 9th Queen’s Royal Lancers 

Perhaps with his small annuity from army service Joseph 
started a small business as a woollen glove manufacturer to 
support his growing family. Samuel born 1886, Joseph born 
1888 and Mary born 1893. At the age of fourteen Samuel 
followed his father’s early career in the Army and joined the 
9th Queens Royal Lancers, part of the British cavalry. By 
1902 he had seen military action in the second South African 
war. The lancers took part in the relief of Kimberley and the 
battle of Paardeberg which resulted in the Boers surrender. 

 

 

Figure 81 The 9th Lancers in South Africa 
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Figure 82 The Croft, Horsepool, Burbage 

In Burbage, their father obtained employment as a gardener 
to Stephen Pilgrim, the local solicitor, who lived at the Croft 
next to the Horsepool.  

On the outbreak of war in August 1914 the two 
Caldwell brothers were as serving soldiers sent to the 
Western Front. Samuel saw action at Mons and participated 
in one of the final Cavalry charges of the British army at 
Comiegne. The Lancers only operated as a cavalry unit in 
1914. This was due to the widespread use of machine guns 

and shelling and the advent of the tank for which a horse and 
rider were no match. 

After 14 years’ service Samuel had become a Scout 
Sergeant for the lancers which involved leading a party of 
men assessing the land and military capability of the enemy 
before a battle. The scout parties were used extensively 
before the battle at Nery, 1st September, and undoubtedly 
saved many lives before the retreat.

 

 

Figure 83 Western Front 1914 – 1918 
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Figure 84 Lancers on Horseback 

By late September 1914 there was a lull in the fighting and 
the Caldwell brothers’ party of lancers were bivouacking 
at a farm. Samuel had just finished feeding his horse and 
was walking across the yard when a German shell burst 
over his head wounding him in the chest, he died soon 
afterwards. Joseph his brother had galloped away from 
the explosion only to return to find his brother and 13 of 
his comrades dead. Joseph had the sad duty to bury his 
brother and informing his parents in Burbage before 
returning to battle. 

In the list of names mentioned in Sir John French’s 
despatch on 8th October was that of Sergeant S Caldwell 
of the 9th Lancers, who was killed by a bursting shell in 
September 1914. The site of Samuel’s grave was lost in 
the confusion of war and until 2018, his name was not 
included on any Leicestershire war memorial. 

 

Figure 85 Hinckley Times Report 

Samuel Caldwell, Sergeant 4758 killed in action 29 
September 1914. The Hinckley times reported that 
Samuel was killed on 3rd October 1914 but all other 
records state 29th September 1914. 

 

Figure 86 Newspaper Cutting 

 

Figure 87 Newspaper Cutting 
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Figure 88 Hinckley Times Report 

In the cloisters of Canterbury Cathedral there is a 
memorial to the 274 men of the 9th Queens Royal Lancers 
who gave their lives during the First World War. 

Samuel was engaged to be married but left no 
descendants. His brother Joseph, was later wounded but 
survived the war and died in 1954. The father Joseph 
remained in the Burbage area until his death in 1924.   

Samuel Caldwell’s name was not included on the 
Burbage War Memorial, although this omission was 
corrected in 2018 when four further names, including 
Samuel Caldwell were added to the east face of the 
memorial.

 

 

Figure 89 9th Queen’s Royal Lancers War Memorial, Canterbury Cathedral 
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Figure 90 Longueval Communal Cemetery – Graves Index 

 

Figure 91 Longueval Communal Cemetery 
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Figure 92 Samuel Caldwell – Medal Card 

 

Figure 93 Attestation paper following 12 years service 
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Figure 94 1891 Census – Hathern, Loughborough 

 

Figure 95 1901 Census – The Barracks, Canterbury 
 


